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“… it was good … to see a show written and performed by grown-ups: director Lee Costello and performer Margot Avery tried out Annie Lux’s one-woman play The Portable Dorothy Parker as a workshop. This portrait of Dot Parker, reminiscing on the who’s who of her era, has legs — primarily for its ability to defy presumptions.
Lux’s droll Parker expresses dismay that she’s going to be remembered for a line as prosaic as “Men seldom make passes at girls who wear glasses.” The show’s premise is an interview with a young (offstage) editor from Viking Press for a compendium of the wit’s best works. (“Why don’t you take notes, dear, it’ll make you feel [useful].”) Parker was fired as a critic for writing in a review, “She looks like a two-dollar whore who once commanded five,” when the producer threatened to pull ads. Critic Alexander Woollcott described her as a cross between Little Nell and Lady Macbeth, and that blend comes through deliciously, in the play and in its presentation.”
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